WATER WISDOM
Now that we're all going to be paying more for fewer gallons of water, perhaps it's a good time to study up on ways to save some of the money and/or water that is so valuable.  Herewith are some suggestions and vendors who might help.

First, let's see where the water is used:
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Toilets

If you can use less water to flush, you'll save a lot of both water and $$$.  If your house was built in 1990 or earlier, you probably have a toilet that uses 3.5-7 gallons/flush.  We've all heard the stories about the first-generation of 1.6gpf (gallons/flush) toilets.  Well, that was then.  Now, most homeowners are as satisfied with their 1.6gpf toilets as they were with their older 3.5gpf flushers.  There are even high-efficiency toilets, which use 20% less water than the 1.6gpf models.  Some even let you choose between the half (0.8 gallon) or the full (1.6 gallon) flush option, saving you 6,000 gallons per year.  Almost equals the old rhyme "If it's yellow, let it mellow; if it's brown, flush it down", which is a good suggestion to follow now.  Pressure-assist toilets, like Kohler's Pressure Lite, employ an air cartridge that's charged by the water pressure from the supply line to push water from the tank using just 1.1gpf.  That'll save you 5,000 gallons/year.  Any new toilet of this ilk will run $2-300.  But if you're a four-person family, you could save up to 23,000 gallons/year.

Clothes Washers

The new front-loaders of the high-efficiency variety can save a lot of money each year in both power and water usage.  Admittedly, they're spendy, but the average load (and most of those machines are high-capacity) can do a lot more with less detergent, water and power than the old top-loaders.  And the front-loaders tumble the clothes, using the friction of the clothes to get clothes cleaner.  And most of the spin cycles get the clothes really much drier, saving you electricity in your dryer!
Low-flow Shower Heads

Since very few of us take cold showers, a low-flow shower head saves both water and whatever heats your water (gas or electric).  New shower heads don't mean drizzle any more.  If you have one of the flow restrictors in your present shower head which meets the 2.5gpm (gallons/minute) government mandate, you may have already removed it, boosting your water flow back to its wasteful level.  (To see how much water your shower head uses, hold a gallon jug under it and see how long it takes to fill it; if you fill the jug in less than 24 seconds, you're using more than 2.5gpm.)  If you're at the wasteful level, an 8-10 minute shower uses 60± gallons.  Check out some of Delta's water-efficient shower heads; they use 36% less water, but the high-tech head still delivers what feels like a standard 2.5gpm flow.  There are several other manufacturers of water-efficient heads out there as well.

Low-flow Faucet Aerators

These little gizmos cost about $2-5 each, but can save you up to 1,400 gallons/year/faucet.  Look on your faucets; the aerator heads tell you their flow rate.  Speaking of faucets, turn it off while you brush your teeth.
Leaks

Turn all the water in your house off.  Then go stand by your water meter.  If it's turning when no water is being used, you've got a leak.  Check for dripping faucets, outside hose bibs, and especially those outside 'tall' frost-free faucets.  They leak after time because the gasket at the bottom of the pipe doesn't seat itself completely, and since the water drains down the pipe and out into the soil, you may never notice it. Leaks are generally easy to fix, and if you don't fix them, you're just providing irrigation to someone else.

Outside Watering
OK, that wasn't even on the list.  But, lots of us water flowers, vegetables, grass (which just attracts more deer).  So, here are some additional hints to help you stay greener with less water.

1.  Put in a rain barrel or some other type of catchment system.  Hook your downspouts to barrels and store up that water for use during dry times.  There are systems which divert your graywater so you can use it outside.  They're best installed during new construction, but retrofitting is also a choice.
2.  If you must use drinking water to feed vegetation, water deep and infrequently.  Golf course owners and superintendents(who have become very good at saving water) know that this type of watering forces root growth, and deep roots can tap into water at a lower soil level than shallow roots which have been watered a little bit every day.  Put out a tuna fish can and sample how much water you're putting out there.  When the can is full, that's an inch of water, plenty for deep-watering.  Use systems which feed the roots, leaving little water on the surface to evaporate.  This doesn't really work for lawns, but if you gave up your grass, you could save the money for mowing and buy more xerophitic plants.  Water two hours before sunrise or two hours after sunset to prevent major evapotranspiration.

One More Suggestion

Put a timer on your water heater.  Ours is on from 5-8am and 3-11pm, but then we both work outside the home.  We can always supplement it when company comes by 'punching the button' as we call it.  (Just remember to reset it if the power goes off!)  Even better, install an on-demand water heater---there are lots to choose from now, and you cancel the ignominy of having your present water heater spring a leak all over the Christmas decorations you have stored in the basement---and you gain the space that the tank used to occupy.  Choose an industrial model (either propane or electric) if you have more frequent or greater demands for hot water.

General Information

Look for the EPA Water Sense label on products you buy.  Like the Energy Star label, that's how to identify products that must use 20% less water and still perform as well as or better than other products in that category.  For more info, go to www.epa.gov/watersense.  Remember that many of these retrofits will get you rebates (and we should talk more about that as we talk more with our water provider).
AND NOW SOME WORDS ON YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM
At last year's annual meeting, I talked about installing an effluent filter in your septic tank to catch stuff which might clog your tank.  Here's something upstream of that filter (which is still a great idea, and everyone who has one should check it before winter sets in).  

One major cause of septic field failure is washing machine lint---mostly from synthetic fibers that never degrade, such as nylon and polyester, but also from natural fibers like cotton that degrade very slowly.  Add to that list hair, which doesn't change at all---so all those dog things and heads you wash send a considerable amount of permanent hair toward the tank.

There are filters available which can trap that lint/hair.  They're spendy ($140±), but they could save you $5,000 or more if you have to replace your drainfield because it's clogged.  Check out www.septicprotector.com or www.laundryalternative.com.  The filters are easy to install in your wash machine drain line, and could save you a bundle later.  Besides, if you save all that lint and hair, you could find yourself in the pillow business . . . 

